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Education Funding Is Not Meeting 
Growing Demands 
One million Georgians over the age of 24 — 16 percent of 
the adult population — lack a high school diploma or GED. 

Unemployment continues to top 10 percent and laid-off 
workers are seeking new skills from technical colleges, 
universities, and adult literacy programs in record numbers. 
Already Georgians are on waiting lists for the Adult 
Literacy programs. 	

Without New Funds, Lawmakers Will 
Continue to Cut

Investments in Georgia’s education system does not 
escape the governor’s proposed cuts for 
the upcoming year.  If the General Assembly 
follows suit, per student state spending on 
K-12 education and the University System 
will fall to their lowest levels in a decade 
(adjusted for inflation). Per student spending 
for technical colleges likewise will drop to the 
lowest level in at least six years. 

Education comprises more than 50 percent of 
state spending; therefore, if lawmakers refuse 
to add new revenues to the state budget, the 
likely consequences for years to come are:

•	 Larger class sizes in K-12 schools
•	 Less school days for some K-12 schools
•	 More adjunct faculty at colleges and 

universities instead of full-time faculty
•	 Cuts in pay for teachers and instructors 
•	 Less supportive services such as tutoring, advising, and 

professional development

If lawmakers Choose Budget Cuts Over More 
Revenues: 
•	 How will communities respond? Will some offset funding 

cuts with local resources, while other communities will not, 
or cannot?  

•	 How will these cuts affect Georgia’s long-term economic 
position when workers need adult literacy and technical 
education to transition to new jobs?

•	 How will increased tuition and fees to post-secondary 
schools affect access for low- and moderate-income 
students, especially given that Georgia has no state need-
based financial aid?

Education Funds Cut Despite Rising Cost and Enrollment

Cutting Education Is NOT the Only Option
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Notes:  Total state general funds includes motor fuel funds. Pre-K 
includes lottery funds. 

The complete report is available at www.GBPI.org.


