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The benefits of increased productivity 
over the last 40 years have not gone to the middle class
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Source: EP'sI analysis of Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement Historical Income Tables, (Table F-



Growing together, then growing apart
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Where did all that productivity growth go?
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Meager earnings growth for most Americans



Rising inequality, driven by stagnant 
wages, has stifled improvements in 
living standards for most of the last 

generation of Americans, and 
stymied our ability to make progress 

in reducing poverty.
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The “inequality tax”
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Progress against poverty stalled
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Stagnant income comes from stagnant wages
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For most, almost no growth in hourly pay
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The picture for Georgia
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Source: EPI analysis of Current Population Survey Outgoing Rotation Group microdata, 1979-2014



12Source: EPI Family Budget Calculator: http://www.epi.org/resources/budget/

Family Budget for Atlanta, GA



Policies that would raise wages

1. Raising the minimum wage & tipped minimum
2. Strengthen and enforce labor standards

– Wage theft, misclassification, overtime rules
– Non-competes / mandatory arbitration

3. Paid sick leave / family leave
4. Fair schedule laws / no just-in-time scheduling
5. Strengthen/maintain unemployment insurance
6. Protect the right to organize
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Education is important, but not a panacea
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For more information
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David Cooper
dcooper@epi.org

Economic Policy Institute
1333 H Street, NW

Suite 300, East Tower
Washington, DC 20005-4707 

202.775.8810

www.epi.org
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