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Agenda

• Why Higher Education (Still) Matters
• Strengths of Georgia’s Public Higher Education System
• How Higher Education Has Changed



Why Higher Education (Still) Matters

• Strong Workforce

• Economic Development



Why Higher Education (Still) Matters

• Higher Earnings

• Broad Social Benefits

• Economic Mobility





SUCCESS x ACCESS = MOBILITY



Strengths of Georgia’s Higher Education System

• Long tradition and support of public 
colleges and universities

• Largest merit-based state scholarship 
and grant program (HOPE)

• Diverse by race, ethnicity, income



How Higher Education Has Changed

• More diverse 
• More necessary
• More expensive
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More Students With Financial Need
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Growing Racial and Ethnic Diversity
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Growing Racial and Ethnic Diversity
Technical College Enrollment

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

2000 2016

All Other

Asian

Hispanic

Black or African-American

White



Employers Demanding More Education

By 2020…

60% of jobs will require postsecondary ed

32% will require at least a bachelor’s.



Median Weekly Earnings by Educational Attainment

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Adjusted for inflation. People 25 years and older.
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Bachelor’s Degree Attainment by age 24 by family income

Source: The Pell Institute, Indicators of Higher Education Equity in the United States, 2017 Historical Trend Report.
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Higher Education is More Expensive



Funding and Enrollment are Sensitive to Economic Downturns



State Funding Per-Student Average Tuition and Fees
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HOPE Cuts Led to Higher Costs for Students
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Highest Tuition Does Not Necessarily Mean Most Expensive





Half of Students Use Loans to Finance Their Education
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State Universities (ex. University of North Georgia) 
Percentage of Core Revenues by Source
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• Family making $60,000
• In 2014-15, average net 

price was $12,722
• Up 11 percent from five 

years prior

Lowest Tuition Does Not Necessarily Mean Most Affordable



• Family making $30,000 
(quarter of Georgia families)

• In 2014-15, average net price 
was $9,326

• Up 32 percent from five years 
prior

Lowest Tuition Does Not Necessarily Mean Most Affordable



How Higher Education Has Changed

• More diverse 
• More necessary
• More expensive



Recommendations

Higher education matters. 
• Work to return higher education funding back to historical levels.

• Designate a portion of the state treasury’s Revenue Shortfall Reserve 
as a pool to protect students against large tuition increases during 
budget cuts. 



Recommendations

College has become more necessary and more expensive for diverse 
students and families. 
• Develop a state aid program that responds to family financial need. 



For more information & to stay involved, 
sign up for GBPI’s email list www.gbpi.org
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