
From Growers to Grocers: How SNAP 
Supports the Food Distribution System 
SNAP creates increased demand for Georgia-grown food among households with low incomes and 
helps support demand for the entire state during economic downturns.¹ 

Wholesome Wave Georgia’s Fresh for Less 
program(c) doubles SNAP benefits when used at 
participating farmers markets, mobile markets, farm 
stands and brick-and-mortar retailers to purchase 
locally-grown produce.²
• In 2024, SNAP benefits doubled $435,916 to 

$871,832 - all used to purchase fresh,      
healthy, locally grown produce from 236       
small farmers across the state.³

• This program had a total economic impact         
of $1,485,747⁴ in 2024.

SNAP supported more 
than 5,000 jobs across 
different industries, 
including agriculture, 
manufacturing, 
transportation and 
municipal services.⁵

• There are thousands of SNAP retailers 
throughout the state, including more than 2,300 
grocery stores and supermarkets, specialty 
stores, big box stores and farmers’ markets.⁶ 

• SNAP sustained more than 9,000 grocery 
industry jobs.⁷

• The jobs required to administer SNAP at the 
grocery store level generated more than 
$343.8 million in grocery industry wages.⁸ 

SNAP sales and administration at Georgia’s grocery stores generate about $53.7 million in state and 
local tax revenues.⁹

During an economic downturn, every SNAP dollar generates more than $1.50 in economic activity. 
When people lose jobs, many turn to SNAP for food assistance and quickly use those benefits and 
their available cash at local grocery stores and other retailers.¹⁰  
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